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55, But he turned, and rebuked them, 


and ſaid, Ye know not what manner of 
Spirit ye are of. 


56. For the Son of Man 15 not come to FE 
firoy mens lives, but to ſave them. 
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Pn N this Text (if we refle& up- 
}Z/ on the context) we have ſome- 
what very ſeaſonable for this 

day, where we find two diſci- 


ples very hot and zealous to 
| have the Inhabitants of an 
whole Town conſumed by fire, becauſe the 


had denied them that common kindneſs and hu- 
manity, which is due to all paſſengers, a nights 
lodging; whereupon they deſircd leave of their 
Maſter, that they might call for fire from hea- 
ven to conſume them. 

And this day minds us of fire ; not of fire 
from heaven(for thoſe Pioneers of Rome might 
have called as long, and as loud for fire, as thoſe _. 
Prieſts did, ' who conteſted with Elijah, before :s. >b, 
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any fire would have come from heaven, to have- 
conſumed. what they intended for a Sacrifice ) 
but of fire from Hell, to have laid waſte and de-. 
ſtroyed, not ſome poor country. Village, like this 
of the Samaritans,cnor any conſiderable Town . 
"neither, bat an Aſſembly. of-men then met toge- 
ther, of more worth and vaJue,.of far greater. 
concernment;. than Sgwartia,.and all the Towns- 
and Villages-about it. For the Plot was of that 
ſad conſequence, . that-if it had taken effeR, it- 
had cut. off the Blood. Royal: root and branch , 
deſtroyed our Nobles, Prieſts, Judges, and the 
Repreſentatives of the whole Nation, had turn- 
ed theſe' gopdly Piles of Building into heaps of 
rubbiſh, and (which was-the greateſt miſchief, ) 
had changed. the Truth and Purity of our Reli-. 
gion, into Idolatry.and Superſtition.. | 
The Motion of the two diſciples; and the de-. 
ſign of our Adverſaires of Kowe, were both of 
them for deſtruCtion, and for deſtruſtion by that: 
mercile(s clement of Fire, which ads as they do, . 
ad extremum virinm. But if we obſerve the 
reaſons of the one, and the motives of the other, 
we ſhall find *them-- to proceed from different 
grounds. The diſciples might-ſeem to have a 
fair Plea, and ſpecious pretence-for their. moti- 
on; an affront was put upon, and a grea: in- - 


dignity. 
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dignity offered to their Lord and Maſter, and 
that heightened by the circumſtance of time, it 
was even then when he was newly come down 
from Mount Tabor, where he had been owned 
by his Father, and glorified by an extraordina- 
Ty light and voice from Heaven, werſ. 35, Now 
preſently after, for his harbingers, to have the 
gates ſhut upon them, and himſelf denied that 
common civility, which is granted to any ordt- 
nary travellor, and that upon no other account, 
but becauſe his face was as if he would go to 
Feruſalem, this was ſuch an Indignity, as might 
provoke his diſciples to ſay, in ſome Paſlion , 
Mafter, Shall we call for fire from heaven to con- 
ſume them £ . 

But, pray, What provocation had the men of 
Rome given them , that they ſhould attempt to 
kindle this days fire? They had the benefit of 
the Laws, the ProteCtion of the King's Subjects, 
eaſed of many penalties, and ſome of them pre- 
ferred to Places of Truſt, and Honor: It was 
only the want of that loyal, humble, peaceable, 
merciful frame of Spirit, which ought to be 1n 
all good Chriſtians, eſpecially 1n all good Sub- 

jects, rhat put them upon this deſign, of plotting 

_ this days Treaſon. A Treaion {o barbarous, 
that none of the Heathens could ſhow the like. 
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Man hath found out many Inventions ( Gaich 

Solomon) but none of their Pocts, who were the 

moſt fruitful of their Inventions, could cver fain 
any ſo prodigtouſly impious in any of their Tra- 

_ gedies. A Treaſon fo bratilh, that no iar aged 
Tyger would ever have committed the like ha- 
vock. A Treaſon ſo Helliſh,that the Devil him- 
ſelf may ſeem to have been the Contriver of it. 
A Treaſon {o abominable, that they themſelves 
pretended to be aſham'd of it, and, asth: Jeſuit 
told King James, would have +torred i It, if 
it had taken effe&; thats, they diſown' dir, be- 
caute 1 it ſuccceded not. 

And by this we may know, what manner 
of ſpirit they are of, who plot ſuch barbarous, 
broth, helliſh, abominable, unheard of Trea- 
ſons ; who "HAS their minds formed, and their 
affeQions whetted at the Philiſtines Fi orge, that 
they may be weaponsof unparalel'd Villan: in - 
the world. They are far off from thoſe be- 
nign- -well natur'd qualitics, which ought to be 
in all Chriſt's followers, and for want of which 
he turned, and rebuked his Diſciples, with a 
Neſcitis, 7 know not what manner of ſpirit ye arc 
of, For the Son of Man 3s not come, &c. 

- In which words we have our bleſſed cayionr's 
reprehenſi on, and cepluee, of the raſh and hot 


mot1on. 
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motion of his two Diſciples, which jo roceeded 
from a twofold ignorance, 


. Of themſelves. 
2. Oi him, their Lord and Maſter. 


Fir, of catitves Te know not what 
manner of ſpirit ye are of. Ye have left all and fol- 
lowed me; .ye are not now under the cecono- 
my of the Law, but of the Goſpel:; and there- 
fore are to mortific all your harſh, unkind paſ- 
ſions, all venemons, revengeful humors, and to 
flow nothing but calmneſs, and mater ation in 


your looks and. converſations Conſider whoſe 
Diſciples ye are, Elias's, or Mine? Te call me 


Lord, and Matter, and ye do well, for ſo Tam; 
and if T be your Lord, and Mater, you onght to be 
followers of me, wins you have me for an cx- 
ample. And, 

Secon:; 'h, By your breathing "0 ſuch "_ 
deſires againſt the Inhabitants of a whole Vil- 


 lage,. to have them forthwith conſumed by fire, 
you ſeem to be ignorant of me; I may fay un- 


to you. as I did once to your fellow Dilciple, 
Philip, Tames.,and Jon, Have you been {o long, 


with me, and yer know ye not me, hor the 


end of. my coming into the world : ? which: was 


'o&; 
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to allay all bluſtering ſtormes of bitterneſs, 
anger, and revenge, and to beget in the Souls of 


men a bleſſed calm, peace, and eaſinefs to. for- 


get and forgive injuries; zot to deftroy mens 
lives, but to ſave them. And it will coſt me 


dear to ſave them ; neither ſilver nor gold, 


neither of thoſe will ſerve the turn, but my 
own blood. I am the good Shepheard,and muſt 
lay down my life for my ſheep ; Tam'to drink 


the Cup, which my Father hath [prepared for 


me ; and if you my two diſciples were to pay 


for mens lives at my price, you would not be. 


ſo forward to make ſuch hivock of them, as to 
conſume, with fire, the inhabitants of a whole 
Town at once. 


But, before we come to any fiirther opening 


of the Text, let us firſt conſider the ground of 


the Quarrel ; why the Samaritanes were fo chur- 


| Tiſh and inhoſpitable, as not to afford our S.vi- 


our, and his ſmall retinue, a nights lodging? 
And why for ſuch an incivility his diſciples 
ſhould be ſo ſevere and cruel, as to deſire to 


have them forthwith conſumed by fire ? 


The lives of men are of more value, than 
ſo haſtily to be taken away. 

When Vedins Pollio (in Plutarch) at a Supper 
provided for Augnſizs the Emperor, would have 


thrown 


I 
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thrown one of his ſervants into a Fiſh-pond, be- 

cauſe he had broken a cup of Chryſtal, the Em- 

perour witheld him with theſe words, Homo cu- 

Juſcunque conditionis, &c. a man, of what con- 

dition ſoever he be, if for no other canſe, yet 

becauſe he is a man, is more to be valued than all 

the cups and Chryſtals in the World. And, 

Why then ſhould the diſciples ſo importune our 

Saviour , and back their importunity with a 

preſident, and-that of no le's a perſon than E- 

lias, to have leave to call for fire , to conſume, 

not ſome ſingle perſon, bat the inhabitants of a. 

| whole Town ? Oo” 

Jen, wt To this we anſwer, that, Tantum: religio po- 
ve tnit ſuadere malorum, the ground of this quar- 
= : rel between the Fews and Samaritans, was dil-- 
lent in Religion. 
If we look abrood, we ſhall fee the fruit and 
{ad-effets of it every where ; how tt dethron- 
eth Reaſon in the Soul, and placeth*® Paſſion in : 
the room of it Whence come wars: and ' 
fightings amongſt men, come. they not-hence ? - 
How ſoon may a peaceful Kingdom be turned | 
:nto an Aceldama; and the Vallies which ſtood * 
thick with Corn, be ſown with the Carcaſfles of : 
Men, and filled with Blood; and all upon the - 


account of Religion. . 
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We have found this to be true in our Nation, 
by roſa experience. How hath Elias's Spi- 
rit been made uſe of? How have Incendiaries, 
like the Jewiſh Zelots, urged Texts for Blood- 
ſhed, and andertaken to prove the {laughter of 
their Brethren (yea, of their own Jawful Prince 
and Soveraign ) warrantable by the word of 

God? Hath it not ( even to the ruine of one 
of the moſt flouriſhing Kingdoms in the World) 
been made a piece of Religion , to divide the 
Kingdom againſt it ſelf, to divide the King from 
His People, and His People from their Peace ? 
Have not men been taught, that they could not 
give God his due, if they cave Ceſar his; and 
that the only way to preſerve themſelves in the 
grace and favour of the one, was quite to de- 
face, and blot out the Image and Su perſcription 
of the other? Was nota moſt unnatural Civil 
War called, The burden of the Lord, and under- 
taken upon the pretence of Religion ? 

And as in our own Nation, ſo we may read 
in Foſephys the hke fad effe& of difient in 
Religion, between the Fews and Samaritans. 
The Fews have no dealings with the Samaritans 
(as the Woman of Sazzariz told our Saviour ) 
Foh..4. 9 no commerce of familiarity , Nor 
z0xfirare viam; they torcar all good offices of 
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common civility one to another. So that on 
the one ſide, if they be Fews ; (but that's nor 
all) if they be going to Jeruſalem to Worſhip ; 
then let them have no entertainmenz, neither 
dict nor lodging ; but let them periſh for want 
of Conveniencies. Twill be fo far from being 
a Sin, that it will be good Service done to God 

_ to ſtarve them. 

And on the other ſide, Who are they that 
deny this Common Civility, Samaritans © Then 
they are enemies to Ferufalenr, Hereticks in Re- 
ligion, ſo Sacrifice them to the fire, call for fere 
from heaven to conſume them. _ 

This deadly feud, this mutual and mortal ha- 
tred, as it opened a way to the Fews War, in 
the days of Claudius the Emperor, (Cumannus 
being then his Deputy in Syria) which ended 
not, but in an utter deſolation both of Fews and 
Samaritans : So the like upon every occaſion, 
will ariſe in any Nation,where there 1s tolerated 
a diverſity of Religions, which is always made 
uſe of, as a fair Vizard for any toul Deſign. 

 Andny Fends are more deſperately impla- 
cable, no Swords more infatiably thirſty of 
blood, than ſuch as are drawn upon the ſcore 
of Religion. Was not this the pretence of the 
Plotters of this days Treaſon ? The Popiſh Re- 
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ligion, the Catholick Cauſe that muſt be ad- 
vanced, the Popiſh Supremacy muſt be acknow- 
ledged,. and no Reltgion publickly profeſſed, 
but by his allowance. And to effec this, the 
prodigious Traitors muſt put 1n execution Pope 
Clement's Brief, to-extirpate a Proteſtant Prince 
and his Family trom being Kings over our 1ſra- 
e, And though the Biſhop of Roxre never had 
any more juſt right and title to the Kingdom of 
England, than the Biſhop of Paris, or Toledo 
can juſtly lay claim to, yet how have ſome of 
his Succeſſors claimed a power to diſpoſe of this 
Kingdom at their pleaſure? Pope Innocent the 
- Fourth ( as Matthew Parjs tells us) before his 
Colledge of Cardinals, declared, ! hat the King 
of Engler was his Vaſſal, nay | ils Slave; (ſuch 
a term of diſgrace to be given to any Soveraign 
Prince, that none but that man of Sin would 
have uſed It.) And: ſurely from hence it is, that 
ſucceeding Popes have been fo free on all occa- 
ſions, of turning theſe their Vaſſals out of their 
Dominions, of commanding their SubjeG&s to 
deny them obedience, and all to take up Arms 
againſt them. Phan 3 ir was doe by Paul the 
'Fhird againſt King Henry the Fichth. And Paul 
- the Fourth would not acknowl: dee (cen Eli- 
zabeth's right to the Kinzdom, becaute 1t was a 
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Fee of the Paacy, and ſaid, It was boldl: y hte 

of her to aſlume it without his leave. And 
therefore P:ys the Fifth depoſed her; and ſo 

did Gregory the Thirteenth; And Sixtzs Ouin- 

tus gave away her Dominions to the King of 
Spain. And, in the late unnatural Rebellion: 

in Ireland, the Loyal Catholicks there ſubmit- 

ted that unhappy Kingdom to his Holineſs Pope 
Urban the Eighth. And afterwards, ( as we Autor of 
are credibly intorm'd) Pope. Innocent the Tenth nable Aq- 
beſtow'd it as a fayour upon his Siſter, or ra- "© 
ther his dear Miſtreſs, Donna Olympia. 

Now, what hath been done, we have reaſon 
to believe will be acted again. For, 


| In the next place, fee how their Principles 
agree with their Practices ; they are not aſham- 
ed to own them .1n Print. They are Bellar- ». xn. 


mines own words, Papa'poteſt regua mutare, & e's . 


(. 6, 
ani auferre, &» alteri conferre, tanquam fummus * 


Princeps ſpiritualis. The Pope , by virtue of 
his office, as the chict Spiritual Prince, hath 
power to diſpoſe of Crowns and Kingdoms at 
his pleaſure, ro put down one, and let up ano- 
ther. Thus far Bellarmine, And, with him 
agree Snarcz, Cardinal ; Sag and others. 
And, leaſt this doftrine hoabl be accounted 
but the opinions of ſome particular perſons, it- 
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wants not Authority to render it the do@rine 
of their whole Church ; for is is juſtify'd in 
the Third and Fourth Latera» Conncil, in the 
Council of Lzons, and that of Conſtance ; all 
which by them are called genera] Councils, and 
ſo muſt {peak the Doctrine of their Church. 

Tt hath been a queſtion ſometimes diſcuſſed, 
Whether divers Religions may at once be tole- 
rated and born with in the ſame Kingdom ? As 
Fews, Chriſtians, Arrians, Anabaptiſts, Papiſts, 
{luch a contuſion of Religions, as there was once 
in Babel of Languages: To which, in ſhort, I 
have this to ſay, That where the remidileſs 
condition of the Times and Place hath enforced 
it, or the negligence or indifferency of Magi- 
rates hath ſufferd it to ſteal in, thoſe Com- 
mon-wealths ſtand upon feet, partly of iron, 
and partly of clay, can have no ſure foundati- 
on. For where there are minds variouſly af- 
fected. towards the Worſhip of the God they 
ſerve, they will be ſo towards the Prince the 
obey ; and every man believing himſelf to be 
in the right, will ſtrive to advance his own par- 
ty, to the diſturbance of the publick peace. 

St. Paul, when he had planted the Goſpel of 
Chriſt in the Church of Galatia, would not a- 


bide the co-partnerſhip of Fewiſh Ceremonies, 


, 
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nor their obſervation of days, and months, and 
times, and years, which he there calls beggarly 
Elements (yet they had been Elements in their 
time, and God had uſed them as the firſt letters 
of the book to ſchool his own people with: ) 
but, that fulneſs of time, which brought Chriſt 
into the World, and the fulneſs of Knowledge 
and Grace with him, was their abrogation. And 
therefore, beſidesan Anathema again,and again, 
ingeminated to thoſe that preached otherwiſe, 
and fooliſhneſs heaped upon their heads, and 
that they were bewitched with ſuch preach- 
ings, he teſtified to them, not diſſembling his 
name, Behold I Paul ſay unto you, that if ye be Gal. $.z: 
( zrcumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing. Now 
if he could not endure a little leaven in the 
whole lump (as he there expreſſeth it) What 
would he have ſaid of poyſon, of an impious, 
facrilegious, blaſphemous manner of worſhip ? 
When Moſes and Chriſt together were fo offen- 
five to him, he would never have heard of a re- 
conciliation between Chrift and Belal, Light 
and Darkneſs, the Temple of God, and the 
Templeof Idols, the Cup of the Lord, and the 
Cup of Devils. The Counſel which Mecenas 
gave to Anuguſizs the Emperor, 1s very age, and 
the reaſons by him alledged come home to the 
IT point 
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point in hand : Do but put his words into the: 
mouth of one, whoſe lips are touched with a' 
coal from the Altar, and then they are worthy 
to be oblerved : See that the Divine Godhead be 
rewerenced according to the Laws of ihy Country, 
and thoſe that change any thing in matters apper- 
taining thereunto, correct, becanſe ſuch as bring in 
new ways of worſhip, draw others alſo to alterati- 
on and change. And hence come Conſpiracies, Se- 
ditions, Conventicles, for the ſubwertion of Go- 
ernment. 
| Religions the trueſt bond of amity between 
man and man.the firmeſt knot of all Communi- 
on, and Society : Now , What Conjunction 
of minds can there be, What inward peace, 
What ſincere charity , What hearty well- 
wiſhes, where one houſe hath Fews, and another 
Samaritans,ſome calling upon God, ſome upon 
Saints and Angels; ſo burning in emulation for 
their ſeveral ſervices, as fire and water - ſhall 
ſooner agree,than their judgments and affe tions? 
And thus much of the ground of the Quar- 
re], why the Samaritans were 4{o churliſh, and 
1homane, as not to aftord our Saviour, and his 
_ cormpany, a nights lodging. Ir was upon ac- 
count of Religion, becauſe their faces were as 
thongh they would go to Jeruſalem : Otherwiſe 


they 
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they would not have deny'd them that civility, 
though they knew them to be Fews; for, the 
Woman of Samaria gave our Sauitour Water to 
drink, whom ſhe knew to bea Few,and the good 
Samaritanhad compaſiion uponthe wounded tra- 
vellor going down fromFeruſalem toFericho;but, 
having their faces to- Fernſalem, that is, going 
thither to worſhip,they ſhall have no entertain- 
ment, neither diet, nor lodging. And, on the 
_ other {ide, the Diſciples were as hot and zea- 
| Tous to have them conſumed by Fire, becauſe 
Samaritans, and fo Echiſmaticks and Hereticks 
in Religion, Maſter, Shall we command fire 
fo come down from heaven to:conſume them £ To. 
which our Saviour anſwers, Te know not what 
manner of ſpirit ye are of, for the Son of man is 
not come to deſtroy mens lives, but to. ſave them... 
And fo we come to-the further opening of 
the words, and to conſider the oppotition be-- 
tween the Legal and the Evangelical Spirtt,that 
of Elias, and this of Chrift,. There are diverti-- 
ties of Spirits, and St fobn bids. us not fo beliewe.: Joh.4. 1. 
every Spirit,but to try the.Spirits: And to make a 
plain ſeparation between rneſe two, the Spirit of 
Elias, andthe Spirit of Chrijt, we are to obſcrve,, 
r, That the Spirit of E/zzs was a Spirit of re- 
venge, and retaliation, to. have the Law inflict-. 


ed, 
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ed upon Offenders, to the utmoſt ſeverity : Ant! 
therefore they who can indulge themſelves the 
enjoyment of that Helliſh Senſuality , that 
Spirit of Revenge, or Rectributing of injuries, 
without any mercy or forgiveneſs,are not of the 
Spirit of Chriſt — 

Would you know the Spirit of Chriſt 2 You 
may know 1t by his Speech, by-his Stlence,in his 
E 1te, 1n his Paſlton ad Dearth. | 
" IT. To theſe rude and inhoſpitable Samari- 
tans, How meek and. erat” was he? Ma- 
ſter, fay the Diſciples, Shall we command fire to 
come down from heaven to conſume them £ No, 
(faith Chriſt )there is more need of water to con- 
{ume your fire, to allay the heat of your zeal ; 
Zamesand John put out your fire, For the Sor 
T Man 3s not come, &C. 

' Again, to the bloody City Jeruſalem, where 
he was ſhortly to water the ſtones in the ſtreet 
with his own blood ; How tenderly 1s he at- 
fected towards her ? How doth he ſpeak, and 
weep the balm of pitty over her? Luke 19. 42. + 

nd when be 29.2 C0118 Mear, he beheld the City, 
aud wept over it, ſaying, If thou hadft known, 
even thou, in this thy day, tbe things that belond 
::nto thy peace. Neuer was our bleſſed Saviour 
attended with greater Majeſty on earth, then 


at 
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at that time, and yet never did he expreſs a 
_ greater ſenſe of his ſorrow. Indeed, his ſor- 
row was ſo great, that he, who can do all 
things, could ſcarce expreſs it. Liſten, and 
hear what he faith; and yet he can ſcarce ſay 
any thing for weeping : O Feruſalem , the 
place where mine honor hath ſo long dwelt, 
the place where ſo many Sacrifices have been 
ofter'd, and for the peace of which ſo many 
Prayers have been made, What have I done for 
thee? How have I doffd off that glory , 
which I had from all Eternity, and put on the 
form of a ſervant, and all for thy ſake, for the 
loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrae/? How long 
have I waited upon thee? and, How often have 
I wood thee,? O that thou wouldſt know, 
that thou wouldſt conſider; even thou, though 
thy ſins have as far exceeded thy Siſter Cities, 
as thy favours have done ; even thou, who haſt 
ſtood out againſt all the overtures of Grace and 
Mercy, and haſt flain all thoſe Prophets that 
were {ent unto thee, till there was not one of 
them left ; even thou, for whoſe ſake I have 
been, asit were, even hald out of heaven by 
the cords of mine own love,and am come in Per- 
ſon to try, if it be poſlible, at length to reclaim 


thee; O that thou wouldit now know the 
| D : things 
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things that belong unto thy peace. By theſe 
gracious expreſlions of his, we may gather what 
manner of {pi:it he was of, not for firing, but 
for ſaving of the City. 

H. His Stlence. We read, ERy $3. 7: How 
he was oppreſſed and flied, yet he opened not 
his mouth : He was brought, as a Lamb tothe 
ſlaughter, and as a ſheep before the ſhearers 1s 
dumb, ſo he opened not his month. Add tothis, 
that the people who oppreſled and afflicted him 
were thoſe amongſt whom he was born and 
brought up, the wounds he received were in the 
bouſe of- bis Friends, his own Nation accuſed 
him, the people, amongſt whom he had done ſo 
"much good, wrought ſo many Miracles, heal'd 
{o many Diſeaſes, exclaim againſt him, and tor- 
"ment him. At this the Earth trembles,the Stones 
cleave alunder, the Sun draws in his beams.and 

the Heavens mourn; and yet when all inſenfible 

_ creatures ſeem d to. be ſenſible of the injury 

done totheir Lord and Creator; he who felt all 
ſeemed tobe inſenfible. 

HI. For his Lite, St. Peter gives a compre- 

henſive account of it, ACt. 10. 38. He went a- 


-bout doing good, and healing all that were oppreſ- 
ſed of the Dewil 


IV. For his Ceath and Paſſion, he as Is: 
_— 
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Omnipotent ſuffered his Patience to overcome 
his Omnipotency, and to reſtrain his Juſtice, 
not only from taking full revenge on the Au- 
thors of his death, but to pray for them, Luke 
23. 34. Father forgive them, they &ncw not what 
they do. So they who do not pra: Fee that hich 
piece of Chriſtian per rection , of overcoming 
evil with good, and fo heaping thoſe precious 
coals of love aud blefling, and prayer, upon 
their cnemies heads, are not of Chriſt's Spirit. 

2. There is another part of the Legal Spirit, 
which was for rooting our of the Idolatrous Na- 

tions, and planting the Iſraelites in the Land of 
Canaan. And,to that purpoſe,we read frequently 
of Cominanda given to that end; Go ſmite Ama-z. 
leck, and utterly deftroy all that To0y have, ſpare 
rheve not ;, but ſlay both wan ana woman, infant 
and ekling, Ox, and She Þ, Camel and Aſs. 

In that Caſe, Saul n: 5; fit have pretended 
Conſcience for his Diſobedience, had not the 
Word of the Lord put him upon the imploy- 

| ment. To go, and utterly to deſtroy a Nation, 
after four hundred years Peace; without any open 
Provocation of War ; not t9 ipare {o much as 
Infants, and Sucklins, who might ſeem to de- 
{erve Death by nothing more, than their crying 
for Lite 3 to kill Came), Ox, Als, Sheep, alas! 
D 2 Jul 
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Quid merniftis oves---Saul might well have ſaid, 
as Hazael did to the Prophet, Ts thy Servant a 

Dog, that he ſhould do this thing? And if Sa- 
muel had not prevented him with a, Thus ſaith 
the Lord , this had been a fairer excuſe for his 


fooliſh pity, than all thoſe poor ſhifts, which he 
was afterwards put to. 

'Tis very good Senfe, which our Country- 
man Galgacus, in Tacitus, fpeaks of the Ro- 
714ns, whom he calls there, R aptores Orbis, Rob- 
bers of the World : Who, when they have laid 
all waſte, as a Wilderneſs, that they call Peace. 
Whereas, where our own right 1s not queſtion- 
ed, nor endangered ; where God 1s not decla- 
redly intereffed ; where we have no other Title 
but the enlarging of our ownDominions for the 
invaſion of anothers; to build a Catholick Mo. 
narchy upon the Graves of the poor Indians , 
this is not Right, but Uſurpation, and differs 
no more from Robbery, then, as the poor Py- 
rat told #lexander, his Vicories did from Pi- 


racy : all the odds between them beins no 


more, but that himſelf traded with one fingle 

Pinnace, and Alexander with a full Fleet. Soif 
Saul had not had a Thus ſaiththe Lord, to have 
warranted the lawfulneſs of his ation, his ſlay- 
ing of the Amalckites had been Murther , not 
Execution of Juſtice. - Now 
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Now in ſuch particular caſes, upon ſight that 
the meaſure of the Sins of a People is compleat- 
ed, come to the full heighth, ripe for Judg- 
ment, and that God hath given ſpecial com- 
mand, that Juſtice ſhould be executed, hath re- 
vealed his pleaſure, that he would have it fo 
done, there the execution 1s juſtifiable : but 
they that are for the eradicating of all ſuch who 
they think are Enemies to God, and his Reli- 
g10n, who call for Fire, or prepare Fire to con- 
ſume them, without clear Revelation of God's 
Will for the doing of it,they are Sons of Death, 
of Fire, of Hell and Deſtruction ; they are not 
of the Goſpel Spirit. | 

3- The Spirit of Elizs was a Prophetick 
Spirit, whoſe DiCtates, as they were ſecret Im- 
pulſes from Heaven, whether by inſtin& or ex- 
ſtaſie ; ſo ſeveral of his Actions did proceed 
from ſome peculiar extraordinary Revelation of 
God's Will, many times againſt the ſettled Rule 
of Duty : and ſo were no further juſtifiable, 
than that Prophetick calling to thoſe particular 

 Attions, would avow. 

And therefore to any who ſhall make the 
ſame Queſtion that the two Diſciples did here, 
Mafter, ſhall we command Fire to come down fron 
Heaven, as Elias did 


We 
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We anſwer , that now we. are under the 
Oeconomy of the Goſpel, not of the aw, and 
are not to do as Elias did; that is, not to teach 
or practiſe any thing but what the ſetled Canon 
of the Ecripture, the revealed Will of God, 
will own ; not to pretend to new Revelations, 
Raptures or Voices from Heaven, and under 
ſuch ſpecious Pretences, to convey our own 
Cheats , Deluſtons, and Impoſtures to the 
World. - -- py” 
Lucian 1n his YdSwils, tells us of a certain 
Mountebank-Cheater,who, the more artificially 
to deceive the People,did fet up an Oracle of his 
own fancying and contrivance ; in which he 
was both the God, and- Prieſt to the People, 
who came to Enquire. And like the Prieſts of 
the true Oracles, had his Ragings, and Trances 
too; and appeared to thoſe who came to con- 
ſult him, fall'd with a kind of holy Fvery, and 
poſle fed with the God that ſpoke thorow him. 
And have not we known juſt {ach Juglers, 
who. in broaching their own Fancies for God's 
Di®2:res, did ſet up falſe Oracles, in which they 
were fo the Pcople both the Deities and the 
Pri: ſis? whole pernicious Lyes had a kind of 
holy Exſtaſte and Rapture put upon them? And 
as often as they had a mind to deceive the Peo- 


ple, 
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ole, to bring about any Plot or Projedt, they 
could preſently ſnatch themſelves up into the 
third Heaven, and could return from thence as 
full of holy Fiflion and Rapture, as St. Paul 
did of Wonder and Aſtoniſhment. In: the de- 
livery of which Fictions to the People, there 
was much more Cozenage, that the Lips of the 
Reporters, for that time , might ſeem to be 
touched with a Coal from the Altar ; and God, 

by the ſecret influence and inſtinct of his Holy 
Spirit, might be thought to be the Kindler of 
that Coal. 

An Injury of that bold, 1mpudent , pro- 
-fane nature, that -the caſteſt thing which can 
be fp okenof it, 18 this, That ic is more than. 
A each of the Third Commandment : For 
there, we are only forbid, Not to take the Name 
of God in vain ; that 1s, not to mingle him 
with our ordmary , raſh.. light, impertinent 
Diſcourſes; or not to forſwear our {elves by 
him ; or call upon him to be a Witneſs toour 
Perjaries. But they, who vent-their own 1i- 
niſter Plots, for his Toſpirations,. and tell the 
People, that God puts them upon {uch De- 
ſigns, do not only take his Name 1a vain, bnt 
.do commit a Sin worle than Perjury : For that 
onl, calls him to be a. Witneſs to an Ou 

uc 
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but this makes him the principal and firſt Au- 
thor of a I ye. | | 
And in ſuch Holy Fictions and Inventi- 
ons, Popery may challenge the Preceden- 
cy; for there were Fanaticks in the Church 
of Rome before there were-any in the Church 
| of England. Popery is like a Pomgranate, full 
«Ya of Kernels of Inventions; but the 's» vz-, the 
Grand Invention 1s the Church, the Church; 
Audito Nomine Eccleſtz expalluit hoſftis, ( faith 
Campian,) The very Name of the Church will 
 Nitun a Proteſtant. Yet we can diſcover no 
ſuch great force in that Bug-bear ; 'tis but a 


Name , an Invention. We know. that they 
caiecr- pretend the Church of Rowe, but they intend 
gre. = the Court of Rome; their loud cry is nor for 


Guicciay-- 


Pilling. | : ; 
5. Diana, but for the Silver Shrines ; not for the 


State of the Church, but for the State and Pomp 
of the Church-Men, to make the Pope and i115 
Clergy abſolute Lords of all Powers, and Ple:- 
- ſures, and Profits of the World ; . as in the di(- 
covery of the late Horrid Plot for the Subver- 
ſion of our Religion and Government, we find 
they deſign'd for themſelves the moſt Beneficial 
Places both in Church and ©tate. 
Look into the Church of Rowe, and you 
ſhall find the main Fundamental Dod@rines of 


Popery 


. 
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Popery built upon that Topick, . Argnmentun: 
ab utili, which prevails more with them, than 
the beſt which can be drawn from Authority 
of Scripture. The Pope's Supremacy, Purga- 
tory, Indulgences, Prayers for the Dead, Au- 
ricular Confeſſion , and- ſuch like , they muſt 
maintain them; becauſe they are maintained b 
them ; tho otherwiſe many of them are but of 
ſmall conſequence, true, or falſe. | 

I. That St. Peter had fome Precedency be- 
fore the reſt of the Apoſtles, is a thing we ſhall 
not much quarrel about ; That he was Biſhop 
of Rome, and the Pope his Succeſſor ; That the 
Biſhops of Rome antiently had, and might ſtill 
be allowed to have ſome Precedency before 
other Biſhops in the World , if that would 
content them, we need not much ſtand with _ 
them about it: But upon this imaginary _Su-? Ymwicy 
premacy to raile a real Monarchy, and to claim g 
an abſolute Juriſdiction over all che Earth, with 
a Power to diſpoſe of Crowns and Kingdoms, 
as he ſhall ſee cauſe , for the benefit of the 
Church, (that is, his own) to erect a perpetual 
ſtanding Conſiſtory, to which all Men muſt, 
and from which none may appeal ; theſe are 
ſuch. Priviledges as Saint Peter never had , nor 
his Succeſſors for many Ages ever challengd ; 
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to which he has no Title but Uſurpation. And 
though no Scripture be for it, and the beſt An- 
tiquity againſt it, yet at 1s ſuch a Jewel as the 
.Pope muſt not part with; tor it he do he will 
be vo” d. | 

. For Purgatory : 'Tis not material i in it 
ae whether it be, or: where it be ; no more 
: than the World in the Moon : but fo long as 
that falſe Fire f{erves to-maintain a true one, and 
his Holineſs's Kitching ſmokes with the Rents 

| he receives for releaftng Souls from thence, 
_ -whnch never came there, rt concerns him and his 
to ſee toit, that it benot ſuffered to go out. 

, For Indulgences and Pardons : No matter 
to- = Pope whether the Purcliaſers reap any 
profit by them or not, ſure he 1s, he himſelf 
does; and-ſ{uch oainful Doftrine muſt not be 
diſcountenanced: 

4. For Prayers for the Dead': ' Suppoſe: they 
do.them no good; yet they do them no harm; 
and 1f that Doctrine-ſhould be decryed, - Alas! 
How ſhould many poor Maſs-Prieſts do to live, 
who have no other Means of Subſiſtence ? 

s. For Auricular Confefſion :- Fheir great In- 
telligencer; and Eeigier-Nuncio; the main Curb 
of the Laity,. whereby the Clergy hold them in 
awe, IN being admitted to- all the Secrets of 


States, 
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States, and Families , thereby to work their 
Purpoſes, their Plots and Projects; and ſhould 
that go:down, then farewel Popery. 
6. Laſtly. For the Power of Diſpenſations, 
upon extraordinary Exigents, to call in Subſi- 
dies: Whata Maſs of Money doth that bring 
in to the Pope's Cofters ? That one Branch of 
.1t which concerns Marriages within the De- 
grees prohibited by the Word of God, how 
doth that tie whole Kingdoms to his Holineſs's 
Devotion, who may pronounce their Princes, 
Baſtards, or Legitimates at his pleaſure ? | 
All theſe, and many other Dodtrines of the 
like Nature, are Matters of meer Intereſt, and 
Advantage 3 and if there were no Gain to be 
reaped from them , their chieteſt Champions 
would be aſhamed of them. 
; To thele we may add many other Inventions 
of _ Church, as, 
| 1. Ignorance, the Mother of die Devo- 
Pn which they are bound to by Vow, and 
under the ſevereſt Penalties; ſo that it is a mor- 
_ tal Sin ſo much as to doubt of any part of their 
R-ligion. And this 1s their Childrens play, to 
blind-fold Men, that they may beat them. 
2. Miracles, whereof the Church hath no 
need now, but to reveal Antichriſt,and to draw 
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Men to ſay, that Sz»zo Mayns ts the great Power 
of God. 

3- A ſteddy forge of fublimated DiſtinQi- 
ons, kept up by the School-men, and [eſuits, 
waiting upon . the . Popes Determination , to 
make Virtue Vice, and Vice Virtue; and this is 
to confound and entangle the more curious and 
mquiſitive,ſo that with a Gooſe-Quill within four 
DiſtinQtons, they are able to remove any King's 
Crown from his Head. And then , FleGere ſt 
wequeant ſuperos Acheronta movebunt ; They can 
compile Legends, geld Authors, ftab Kings, 
blow up Parhaments, convert Infidels by killing 
Thoufands , and fending them up Martyrs in 
Fiery Chariots to Heaven : They can ſet the 
Devil on work about God's bufinefs 


In a word: If we do but Took to the Scope 
and Coherence of thetr Tenets and Practices, 
we ſhall find Popery, for the moſt part, to be 
but a meer Contrivance of the Wit of Man, 
an Invention of Ambition, Covetou ſneſs, Senſug- 
lity, built upon Humane Traditions, and thoſe 
many times contrary tothe Canon of Scripture, 
and ſetled Rules of Duty. And therefore the 
Profeffors of that Doctrine are nor of the Go- 
ipel-Spurit. | | OT. 
| 4. The 
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4. The Sp irit aſt Elias was a Zelotick Spixit 

As Ya went pn Heaven in a Whirl-wind, fo he 
came to Ahab in a Tempeſt, with an Oath and 
Threatning in his mouth, 1 King.17.1. His zeal 
was often in anexcelive fervency, had fire went 
along with it ; and in that he was a great pre- 
{1dent of ſharp, unjudiciary proceedings againſt 
Malcfa&ors. So we readof him, 2 King.z. (to 
which' the motion of the two diſciples in the 
Text refers) how he calP'd for fire from heaven 
upon the firſt Captain and his Fifty, and upon 
the ſecond Captain and his Fifty. ' Which was 
at unuſual extraordinary way of proceeding in 
Judgment : for which, at that time, he had di- 
recion by God's Spirit ; as-ts evident -by Gods 
anſwering his call, and ſending down that Fire | 
he call for. 

Now though there: be examples of this Na- 
eure tobe met with, frequengly, in Foſephs,and 
ſometimes in the Story of the New Teſtament, - 
yet none of them are blameleſs, but have ſome 
reprehenſion, ſome note of God' s reproof, and 

fober Mens diſlike fixed upon them. 

Toſephus tells us, how by an hurry ang. up- ras 
roar of the Zelots., and the Scare, Twelve hun- 
dred were flain , and thoſe of the better ſort of 


the : prople, the chief of the Nation. And when 
they 
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AY had Adis chat miſier. they boaſted of 
themſelves, that they were the Preſervers and 
*Saviours of the City. A Se& they were moſt 
ſadly pernicious to the Jews themſelves, who 
did not only haſten and precipitate the deſtru- 
-Qion of that Common-wealth, but made it ſo 
-miſerable, and calamitous, when the deſtruction 
came. The {ame Author tells us, how the Ro- 
' man Emperors were peſterd with them ; and 
were forced at length to put them to the Sword, 
and ſcatter them. 

' In the Scripture we read ſeveral times of the 
miſchief which they did; St. Paul had been torn 
in pieces by them, if the chief Captain Lyſras 
had not reſcued him from thoſe Confpirators , 
who had bound themſelves under a Curſe , that 
they would neither eat nor drink till they hed kil- 
led him. And thoſe turbulent Diickes who ſet 


the City in an uproar, and, in a tumultuary 
. way aſlaulted the houſe of Toſon were of that 


Set. And it was by that Party that St.Stepher 
was perſecuted and ſtoned ; for though he was 
accuſed of blaſphemy, and falſe witneſſes pro- 
duc'd, yet afterwards we read of nothing that 
legally "aſe againſt him. So ex judicio Zell , 
( faith Grotizs ) the Judgment paſs'd, and the 
puniſhment was inflicted upon him tumulcu- 


ouſly 
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ny, without any Legal Proceſs. It was that 

Party, who, by the afliſtance of the Chief Men 
of the Ci: Y, perſecuted Paul and Barnabas to 
the Coaſt of Antioch. It was that party. who 


followed them to Theſſalonica, and there ſet all_ 


the City in an uproar againft them. 
__.. Tis not to know how far our irregular - di- 
ſtemper d paſſions will hurry us ; in which num- 


ber, I crave leave to give the preeminence to. 
that which the Scripture calls Zi», which being 


one of the moſt vigorous, aQtive, head- ſtrong 


paſſions of the Soul, 'tis therefore, in Scripture, 
moſt commonly. belles and curbed in with fit- 


ting qualifications and reſtrictions. 


For the uſe of the word in Holy Writ, [find, 
upon.enquiry, that the primitive Ziao;, the verb. 


Znmw, and the verbal Znwrig, do occur three 


and thirty times 1n the New Teſtament. In 


three of which only * tis ſimply taken in-good: 
part; in fifteen , 'tis limited and reſtrained b 


the object, as the zeal of God, the zeal of his: 
Houſe. th zeal of his Law; the zeal of Good 


Works, &*c. In all other places it lies under. 


an imputation of ſome crime.. Tis that which. 
( if we: may judge of it, by thoſe Attendants, 
with which it is uſually coupled by the Apoſtles), 


may Juſtly be accounted, 1f not the mother, yet 


the. 


Acts '3.35: 
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the elder ſiſter of ſtrifes, and diviſions, as bein 
uſually joyned with thoſe other works of the 
fleſh; debates, back-bitings , whiſperings, fwel- 
lings, tumulis, batred, zeals or emulations, fediti- 
ons, : hereſces, Gal 5. 2 Os 'Tis that TIXpos Zn; 
( Fames 3. 14. ) that gall which will embitter 
and ſower every thing that comes near it, put 
Men upon cruel, bloody, abominable aſlaflina- 
tions, inflicting death ( and that with ſavage 
cruelty ) without any legal proceedings, bur 
meerly to fatisfie their malice, and bring about 
their pernicious defigns. — 

And this is that Spirit of Elzas, which, in this 
place, is moſt evidently and ſharply reprehend- 
ed by our Saviour, in his diſciples, and all his 
followers, Te know not what manner of ſpirit ye 
are of. 

_ s. If we obſerve the whole ſtory of Elias, we 
ſhall find his Spirit, in ſome caſes, to have been 
the Spirit of Execration, calling for Curſes, and 
heavy Judgments upon Mens perſons, 2 King. 
3.24. a frame of ſpitit, that, direaly oppoſite 
to the Epirit.of rhe Goſpel. Where we have 
not only many Patterns, but Precepts to the 
contrary. Put on, as the Elf of God, bowels 
of mercy , kindneſs , long- ſu ffering 5 forbearing 
one another. And walk worthy of the wocation 

wherewith 
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wherewith you are call d, with all lowlineſs and 94. 
. meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one ano- 

ther in love. And be all of one mind, and have 
_ compaſſion one of another ; be pittiful, be courte- 1 ve. , 
ous, not rendring evil for evil, or railing for rail- _, 

ing, but contrariwiſe bleſſing, knowing that you 

are thereunto call'd , that you ſhould inherit a 

bleſſeng. Our Church hath taught us to Pray , 

That God would abate the Pride, aflwage the 

Malice, and confound the Devices of our Ene- 

mies; but- not an ill thought, not a bad wiſh , 

much leſs a ſevere a& ( as private men ) muſt 

we commit againſt their perſons. It they be 

our enemies , wken they hunger we muſt feed Rom,n2s 
them , when they thirſt, we muſt give them 

drink. Nay, if they -be enemies of God, and 

of his Church, - we are to leave them to the 

Law, not tocurſe, ar conſume them ; we have 

our Saviour's Words for it, in the words of my 

Text, in his reprehenfion of the motion of his 

two diſciples. So they who let fly their Thun- 

der-bolts, ſcatter thick their Anathema's, and, 

by their Spiritual Affaſſinacy, curting Mens Per- 

ſons, with Bell, Book and Candle, make way 

for blood and ſlaughter, and after that , in 

their Martyrologies, place their Murderers as 
Martyrs; -they may call themſelves Men of the 
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Society of Jeſus, but they are of another Spt- 
rit, far difterent from the Spirit of the Lord 
Jeſus ; They are not of the Goſpel Spirit. 
Well, now tis time to tell you what the 
Goſpel Spirit 1s: And that we have done in 
part already, by ſetting down what the Mind 
_ of Chriſt was, and how he behav'd himſelf in 
his Conflicts towards his malitious Enemies, 
- who deſpitefully us'd him. And, by his meek 
and merciful behaviour towards them, we ma 
gather, that men of Implacable Malice, of Cor- 
rupt Principles, Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks may 
be capable of Humanity, and Mercy : ( for, 
though in ſome caſes we may be forced to ſay 
with St. Panl, I wiſh that they were cut off that 
Cal. ;,2- trouble you ; and, if any love not the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, bet him be Anathema Maranatha, yet) 
they are not prefently to. be devoted as Sa- 


crifices to the fire. © : 
| There are ſeveral branches of this Goſpel- 
Spirit ſcatter'd up and down in the New Teſta- 
ment, and ſeveral figns whereby we may know 
It, as, 


x. Tis to be known by Chriſt's badge, Fohr 
13. 38. By this ſhall all men know that ye are my 
diſciples, if ye have love one to another. 

2. By Chriſt's Legacy, John 14. 27. PeaceT 


leave 


before the Houſe of Pzuns, 35 


leave with you, my peace 1 give unto you ; ; not as 
the world giveth, give I unto you. 
3- By Chriſt's Copy, Mas. 11. 49. Learn of 


me, for I am meek, and lowly of heart,. and © 
ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls. 

4: By the Nature of that Wiſdom which is 
from above; which 1s, Firft, Pure ; then Peacea- 
ble, Gentle, Jens Eafze to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good works, James 3. 17 

5. By that whuch 1s neſt proper for theſe. 
times ; and which Titus 1s charged to put all 
Chriſtians in mind of, to be ſubjec} to Principa- 
lities, and to obey Magiſtrates, TL 3-1 

Chriſt,and his Apoſtles,by their Precepts, and” 
the Primitive Chriſtians by their Practice, are all 
clearly for It. 


x. Our bleſſed Saviour ſtrialy enjoyned all 
men, To give unto Czlar the things that are Cz- 
ſar's, Mat. 22. 21. And he puthimſfelf to the 
expence of a Miracle to pay Tribute unto Ce- 
far, Mat. 17. 27. He ſubmitted himſelf to all 
the Powers that were over him at that time ; 
His Parents,the Sanhedrim, Herod, Pontins Pilate; 
and he rebuked St. Peter ſmartly for {miting 

with the Sword, Mat. 26. 52. bad him pur it. 
up again into his place: if not, he threatned the 
F 2 puniſh- 
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puniſhment 'of Death : he ſhall periſh by the 
Sword. Thus far our bleſſed Saviour. 
2. For his Apoſtles : though their main work 
was for Heaven, yet were they very follicitous 
to ſettle Peace upon Earth, by prefliing home 
obedience unto Magiſtrates. Submit your ſelves 
to: every Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake , 
r Pet. 8. 13. Pray for Kings, and all in Auihs- 
rity,t Tim.2.2. And the ſame Apoſtle delivers 
his mind fully, and plainly,Roxz.1 3.1. Let cvery 
Soul be ſubje&i to the higher Powers. And obſerve 
with what carneſtneſs he repeats it, as if he had 
foreſeen. the Rebellious times, which we have 
felt, wherefore you muſt needs be ſubje&, not on- 
ly for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake; not only 
for fear what the Price may, but for what 
God will inflict , the moſt terrible judgment 
witliin': the compaſs of humane apprehenfion, 
Damnation. - - | 
3. he Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians 1s 
a-faithful Commentary upon theſe Texts. And 
certainly therr- Authority, who lived in the Pri- 
mitive light, (and who bear witneſs to their 
own diſadvantage, teaching ſubmiſſion to Magi- 
ſtrates, though abſolute Tyrants ; and who 
never took up any Armes agamſt them, but 
Prayers: and Tears: ) ought to beget in us a 
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Conformity to thoſe innocent times, when 
Chriſtianity gained as much by Patience, as 'tis 
now like to loſe by Rebellion. 

The Emperours, for the firſt Three Hundred 
Years after Chriſt, for the generality, were ve- 
ry bad ; but eſpecially to the Chriſtians, they 
were bloody and cruel: And yet we never read 
of any Inſurredion of the Chriſtians againſt 
them , tho' they were in a condition to do it. 
1he Thebean Legion were all Chriſtians; when 
the Emperoi:r commanded the whole Army to- 
offer Sacrifice to falſe Gods, they removed their 
Quarters, that they might; if poſflible, avoid 
the occaſion of diſpleaſing the Emperour. He 
ſammons. them a ſecond time to perform that 
Worſhip : They return an humble denial. The 
Emperour, not content with that anſwer, puts 
them to a Dectmation ; to which they ſubmit 
with much chearfulnefs, and die praying for 
their Perſecutors. + 

Not to trouble you with many Witneſſes of 
this truth, take one for all : Tertul/zan, who 
wrote his Apologetick as the ſenſe of the whole 
Church, he makes there a Bold ChaHlenge, and 
defires them to produce, if they can, any one 
example , of any Chriſtian taking part with 
Rebels, ſuch as Caſſeus, Niger, and others mo 
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No-, he tells them , -the Chriſtians were better 
inſtruted -than'to hoid Reſiſtance lawful : Nos 
judicinum Dei ſuſpicizns, exc. We with patience 
fubmit,and kiſs the Rod that ſcourgeth us. Though 
they have no juſt canſe to torment us , yet there 
is too much cauſe why we ſhould ſuffer. We 
muſt acknowledge our Sins againſt God , and he 
may puniſh us, in what way be thinks fit ; how« 
ever, reſiſt we muſt not. 

And again, In his 37 Paragraph of that Aps- 
logetich , he tells the Emperour, That his Cities, 
Iſlands, Caſtles, Councils, Armies, bis Palace, 
and Courts of Tudicature, were fill d with Chri- 
ſtians : Sic non deeflet nobis vis coptarum : If 
we bad a mind, we could not want Force to reſiſt, 
but we dare not ſave our Bodies, to the eternal loſs 
and perdition of our Souls.We wiſh to the Emperor 
along Life,an happy Reign,a Valiant Army,a faith- 
ful Council, a ſober People, and a quiet World : 
Such as theſe were their Wiſhes towards their 
Emperours, though Heathens and Perſecutors. 

Thus you ſee the Minds of Chriſt, his Apo- 
ſtles, and the Primitive Chriſtians, in that great 
Point of Obedience to Magpiſtrates. There- 
fore they who raiſe Tumults, abet Rebellions, 
ſet on foot Plots and Conſpiracies, teach Do- 
Grines to Murther Princes, are not of the Go- 


ſpel- | 
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fpel-Spirit ; the ſame mind is not in them that 
was in Chriſt Jeſus, who. came not to deſtroy 
Mens Lives, but to ſave thenr. 

And here we are met together this Day, to- 
bleſs God for ſaving us frem our Enemies, from: 
_ the Hands of all thoſe whe-did, and yet do; 
implacably hate us. 

For though, by the good Providence of 
Heaven , we happily eſcaped the fatal Fifth of 
November; yet the ſame good Providence hath 
diſcover d another Plot: and: Conſpiracy, con- 
contriv'd by thoſe, who-a& according to their 
Principles. A dangerous Plot, deeply laid, ſe-- 
cretly carried on, and that ſtumbles at nothing 
that lies in their way ; not at the Life of the 
King himſelf, though a Prince of ſo-much- Cle- 
mency and Mercy , that he 1s inferjour to none 
that {ways a Sceptre, or fits upon a Fhrone: 

And therefore I doubt not, but that You, 
(My LORDS) and the reſt of the Great Coun- 
cil of the Nation, who have now the weighty 
Concerns both of Church: and State before you, 
_ will conſider, that ad Triarios dewventum-eſt, the. 
Concerns of your Religion, your: Soveraign, 
your. Laws, your Properties-, your Country;. 
your Families, your Lives, (of all which Popery 
is manifeſtly. deſtruQtive, as-1s excellently made 
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out, in a Seaſonable Diſcourſe, ſhewing the *Ne- 
ceſſity of Maintaining the Eftabliſhed Religion in 
Oppoſition to Popery ) are now before You. 
Therefore, if you have any Love. of your Re- 
licion, (as I know you have a great love of it ) 


a Religion which our late Dread <overaign had 


made ſo judicioufly His Own, that for the Pu- 
rity and Preſervation of it, He made Himſelf a © 
Sacrzice ; and amongſt other Directions to His | 

Son and Succeſſor , our Dread Soveraign that 
now 1s, (and whom GOD long preſerve) left 
this for one, and the chiefeſt , above all the 
reſt : I ſhall give you it in thoſe words, which 


came from His own incomparable Pen. 


But if Tou never live to ſee My: Face again, 
and GOD will hawe Me buried in ſuch a Barba- 
rous Impriſonment and Obſcurity, 'T require and 
intreat Ton, as Your Father, and Your -KING, 
that You never ſuffer Your Heart to receive the 
leaſt check againſt, or diſ-affe&tion from the True 
Religion Eftabliſbed in the Church of England. \ 

I tell You, I have tried it , and after much 


ſearch, and many Diſputes, have concluded it to 


be the beſt in the World , not only in the Commus- 
nity, . as Chriſtian, but alſo in the ſpecial Notion 
as Keformed; keeping the middle way between the 
Pomp of Superſtitions Tyranny, and the Meanneſs 
of Fantaique Anarchy.  _ . 
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| If therefore You have any love of that Trae, 
Reformed, Approved Religion, any abhorrency 
of the groſleſt Superſtirion, (ſo grols, that they 
mult forſake their Reaſon , and Senſe too who 
embrace it) if any regard for the Life and Safe- 
ty of His Majeſty ; if any Concernment for the 
Peace and Welfare of the Nation ; if any care 
of Selt-preſervation, to eſcape horrid Maſlacres, 
and the utmoſt Rage of Perſecution, ( for 'tis 
well known (it they had power) how little 
Moderation they would uſe) it highly concerns 
You to take into your ſpeedy and ſerious Con- 
ſideration, what Remedies are fit and ſuitable to 
be apphed,for Preſerving the King's Sacred Per- 
ſon, and ſuppreſſing the growing Power of 
Thoſe, in whoſe Succeſs we muſt forfeit all thoſe 
Intereſts, be undone our Selves, and leave Ido- 
latry and Superſtition to our Poſterity, @— 
And being deeply ſenſible of the imminent 
danger both the King and Kingdom are in ; to 
other Searchings , let every one of us add the 
ſearching of his own Heart, to ſee'what Sins, 
what bold, preſumptuous, unrepented Sins lie 
hid and Jodged there, to lament over them, and 
to.remove thoſe Troublers of our Tſrael ; that 
God may yet take delight to do us good, and 
be once niore intreated for the Land. 
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Let us: ond? acr, how much the Publick Peace - 
and Safety of the Nation, may be furthered in. 
the Reformation and Amendment of a few. 
Tho! the Sins be general, National Sins, and 
God might, without any Injuſtice, exaCt an Uni- 
verſal National Repentance, never take off his. 
Aflicting Hand, until we were all of us either 
conſumed , or reformed; (tho' God in his 
Juſtice might thus deal with us) yet in his Mer- 
cy he will be content with Jeſs. He would have 
faved Sodom for the fake of Ten Righteous Per-. 
ſons, Gen. 18. 32. Nay, if in: Feruſalem there 
had been but one Man that had-executed Judg-. 
ment, and fought. the Trath:, he would have 
ſpared the City for that One's fake,. Ter. g. 1. 

GOD is the ſame yeſterday, and to day, and 
for ever. His Propenfity and Willingneſs to 
fave Englazd, upon our Repentance, is as.great, 
in this our Day, as ever it was to-ſave Sodowr, 
or Feruſalem: And if ſo ſmall a:number as Ten 
Righteous Perſons would have ſaved Wicked 
Sodom, who knows but the ſame (or perhaps 
a leſs) number might ſave this ſinful Nation ? - 

And again conic der, Peradventure there may 
be but one of that Number now wanting ; and 


if any one here would ſeriouſly ſer himſelf about 
the W ork, to reform, an amend himſelf; he- 


might 
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might become a Publick Bleſſing, (by making 
up that Number) become the Means of Preſer- 
ving the whole Land from Ruine and Deſtru- 
Ction. . 

But put the caſe he ſhould not be fo happy, 
as to obtain Mercy in the Preſervation of his 
Country, yet he ſhould be ſure not to miſs of 

It in the ſafety of himſelf. Noah, Daniel and 
Job, though they could not deliver the finful 
City, (when God had doomed it to final De-. 
ſtruQtion) yet did they deliver their own Souls, 
Ezek. 14. 20. This therefore every true peni- 
tent Sinner ſhall be ſure to gain by his Repen- 
tance, that (rho' peradventure God will not be 
intreated for the Land, and he may not live to 
ſee an end of the Evils we feel, and of thoſe 
greater we may juſtly fear, yet) come what will 
come, he himſelf ſhall be ſure of Peace in the 
mid'ſt of Tumults ; ſuch Peace as the World 
cannot give, and ſuch as Man cannot take away 3 
Peace of Conſcience here, and Peace which paſ- 
ſeth all Underſtanding, Peace with GOD here- 
after : Which GOD grant unto us all for the 
Merits of CHRIST JESUS. Amer. 
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